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OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL
RESEARCH DIVISION

117 WEST DUVAL STREET, SUITE 425
4TH FLOOR, CITY HALL
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32202
904-255-5137

CITY COUNCIL PERSONNEL AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES MEETING 
Virtual meeting via teleconference

June 3, 2020
10:45 a.m.

Location: Virtual meeting via teleconference

In attendance: 
Council Members Scott Wilson (President), Aaron Bowman, LeAnna Cumber, Tommy Hazouri, Joyce Morgan

Also: Council Members Ron Salem, Ju’Coby Pittman, Randy White, Sam Newby; Kyle Billy, Kim Taylor and Phillip Peterson – Council Auditor’s Office; Cheryl Brown – Council Secretary/Director; Jeff Clements and Yvonne Mitchell – Council Research Division; Peggy Sidman and Paige Johnston – Office of General Counsel; Steve Cassada, Eric Grantham and Melanie Wilkes – Council Staff Services; Diane Moser – Employee Services Department; Kristi Sikes, Laura Dyer and Nancy Carlos – Council Administration Division

Meeting Convened: 10:47 a.m.

President Wilson convened the meeting which is called to discuss the selection of a new Assistant Council Auditor and the planned coronavirus safety shield installations in the Council’s facilities. Council Secretary/Director Cheryl Brown described the different duties of the City Council’s Personnel Committee (to confirm the Auditor’s appointment of the Assistant Council Auditor) and the Executive Committee (to recommend a salary for that position). Council Auditor-Designate Kim Taylor recommended Phillip Peterson to be the Assistant Council Auditor and described his impressive qualifications and 15 years of service in the Auditor’s Office. President Wilson opened the floor for questions and comments from the Personnel Committee. 

Motion (Bowman/2nd Hazouri): authorize introduction of legislation to appoint Phillip Peterson as the Assistant Council Auditor – 

Council Members Hazouri, Cumber, Morgan and Wilson praised Mr. Phillips qualifications and expressed their confidence in his appointment to continue the great work of the Council Auditor’s Office. Mr. Peterson thanked the council members for their kind words and their confidence in him and in the office.

Public Comment
None

The Bowman motion was approved 5-0.

The Executive Committee discussed the salaries of the positions of Council Auditor and Assistant Council Auditor. 

Motion (Bowman/2nd Hazouri): establish a salary of $160,000 for Assistant Council Auditor Phillip Peterson, effective June 27th – 

Public Comment
None

The Bowman motion was approved 3-0.

Motion (Hazouri/2nd Bowman): reaffirm a salary of $200,000 for Council Auditor Kim Taylor -

Public Comment
None

The Hazouri motion was approved 3-0.

Council Secretary/Director Cheryl Brown updated the council members on the safety equipment that will be installed in various City Council offices, meeting rooms and other facilities to protect employees and the general public from corona virus impacts. Plexiglass partitions will be installed in many locations where the general public interact with Council staff and in all meeting rooms. Non-glare partitions will be installed in rooms where television coverage is produced to avoid distracting reflections and glare. Additional sanitizing resources will also be installed. Four vendors made proposals for the various installations, which was narrowed down to two vendors based on the amount of customization they could provide to meet the Council’s unique circumstances. Some of the partitions and screens will need to be portable to accommodate different meeting room configurations (i.e. in the Lynwood Roberts Room). Nancy Carlos of Council Administration described the cost proposals of the two vendors. In response to a question from Council Member Salem, Dr. Brown said that the Plexiglass installations will be permanent once installed. The two bids were $74,100 and $93,536. The major differences in the bids were the degree of customization of the mounting mechanisms and the use of non-glare Plexiglass or not.

Mr. Salem asked for a description of the shields to be installed at the ECA stations. Council Member Hazouri asked about provisions planned for the Bob Johnson Room (“Green Room”) and about how the four original potential vendors were selected. Dr. Brown said that large meetings will be discouraged from using Conference Room A in City Council Suite 425. She described the configuration of the shields to be installed in the Council Chamber on the dais and on the staff desks behind the dais. Council Member Bowman asked that the City Council’s installations be coordinated with the rest of the City building for a uniform style and appearance. He hopes that the cost of these new installations can be reimbursed by federal CARES Act funds. Dr. Brown said that the City Council has special conditions and facilities and has traditionally done its own procurement for its facilities. Mr. Bowman asked that the procurement and installation be coordinated with the city administration. 

Deputy General Counsel Peggy Sidman asked if the procurement would require legislation or any procurement waivers. Dr. Brown asked that waivers be approved to allow the procurement to go forward as quickly as possible to act on the bids received. Since the meeting had exceeded its noticed adjournment time, no formal motion was made but Dr. Brown and Ms. Sidman said they would work with the Council President to draft whatever legislation may be necessary.

President Wilson asked about the possibility of having a “test run” of an LUZ Committee meeting in person with a few bills on the agenda to see how social distancing will work when in-person meetings resume. Dr. Brown said that it is not possible to have a hybrid in-person/Zoom virtual meeting due to technical limitations. She said that the LUZ Committee is planning on having an in-person meeting on June 16th. The Planning Commission has also requested to have an in-person meeting in the Council Chamber. Shannon Eller of the General Counsel’s Office, the attorney for the LUZ Committee, said that the June 16th meeting has been noticed for an in-person meeting for many of the bills on the agenda. Staff will be prepared to read into the record any public comment received via email and persons appearing in person to attend the meeting will be required to undergo the new City Hall entry requirements (temperature check, mask required, social distancing). She believes the committee is ready to give in-person meetings a test run.

Dr. Brown will share the Plexiglass installation proposals with all council members for their review. President Wilson said he would have legislation drafted for potential inclusion on an addendum to the agenda at next Tuesday’s City Council meeting. 

Meeting adjourned: 11:43 a.m.

Minutes: Jeff Clements, Council Research Division
jeffc@coj.net   904-255-5137
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