2015 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD


Minutes of the January Monthly VAB Meeting

Thursday, January 14, 2016
2:00 PM, Council Chambers

1st Floor, City Hall (St. James)

Council Member John Crescimbeni, Chairman




Cheryl Brown, Excused
Council Member Danny Becton






Heather Pelegrin
School Board Member Cheryl Grymes


 


Nichole Oswald
Council Appointed Citizen Member Kristanna Barnes



VAB Team
School Board Appointed Citizen Member Denise Wallace
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

In Attendance:

William H. Jeter, Jr., VAB Attorney

Loree French, Counsel to the Property Appraiser

Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser

Harry Guetherman, Commercial Division Chief, PAO

Keith Hall, Residential Division Chief, PAO

Dana Clark, Homestead Division Chief, PAO

Chairman Crescimbeni called the meeting to order at 2:05 PM

1. Introductions of Board and staff.  
2. Citizen Member Wallace stated on the record that over the holidays she received a telephone call from an acquaintance concerning a pending VAB petition.  He inquired about the procedures for the Value Adjustment Board.  She advised him that she could not speak to him.  The interested party is a Mr. Joe Collins.  Ms. Wallace doesn’t know which property or anything his questions would have pertained to.  She advised the caller that she is a Board Member and could not speak with him about VAB related matters.

3. Chairman Crescimbeni stated the first item on the agenda was to approve the 2015 VAB Organizational Meeting Minutes.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from the 2015 VAB Organizational Meeting.  2nd by Council Member Becton.  Board approved 5–0.

4. William Jeter, VAB Attorney, explained the Public Comments procedures.
5. Public Comments section:
· VAB # 685 – Joseph Bulick: See below
· VAB # 36 – Michelle Walshaw:  See below
· VAB # 148 – Danny Ferreira:  Mr. Ferreira remarked on his dissatisfaction with his petition results, but made no specific request of the VAB.
6. Chairman Crescimbeni asked for any deferrals from petitioners other than the previous speakers.  There were none.
7. Chairman Crescimbeni asked for any deferrals from the Property Appraiser’s Office.  There were none.

8. Joseph Bulick, VAB # 685, appeared before VAB to request relief due to disagreement concerning admissibility of his hearing evidence.  He sought a new hearing and a new Special Magistrate.  Discussion was held regarding his petition and Special Magistrate hearing.  Chairman Crescimbeni and Citizen Member Barnes questioned the petitioner.  Chairman Crescimbeni asked Mr. Jeter to explain the evidence exchange procedures to the Board.  Mr. Jeter also gave his legal opinion to the Board regarding the petitioner’s situation.  Citizen Member Barnes spoke briefly ad then asked the Property Appraiser’s Office a question.  Keith Hall, Residential Division Chief, PAO stated that they have no objection to a new hearing for the petition and a new Special Magistrate.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to remand the petition back for a new hearing with a new Special Magistrate for VAB petition # 685.  2nd by Council Member Becton.  School Board Member Grymes asked Loree French if the PAO would object to reassigning the Property Appraiser on the petition.  Loree French said yes, they would ask the Board not to reassign since the appraisers are assigned to work certain areas of the City and they research and know the area best.  Board approved the original motion without change 5–0.
9. Citizen Member Barnes asked what the issue was for VAB # 36, Michelle Walshaw.  The Board was unclear what her request was during public comments.  Loree French asked that the petitioner write a letter to the Board to state her issue and let Mr. Jeter review the letter and give the PAO an opportunity to respond.  Discussion was held and Mr. Jeter explained the deferral & letter process.  Citizen Member Wallace made a motion to defer VAB # 36.  2nd by Council Member Becton.  Board approved 5–0.
10. Consider recommended decisions listed on the 9 page excel spreadsheet for the 2015 January 14, 2016 VAB Meeting.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to approve all of the recommended decisions on the excel spreadsheet except for VAB petition #’s 685 & 36.  2nd by Citizen Member Wallace.  Board approved 5–0.
11. Staff informed the Board there may be a quorum issue at the February Board meeting.  The Board discussed their schedules.  Just to ensure that all Board members could be present, the time of the February Board meeting was moved from 2:00 pm to 2:30 pm.
Announce date and location of next 2015 VAB meeting:

Thursday, February 11, 2015 at 2:30 pm







      
1st Floor, City Hall, Council Chambers
Meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm.
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