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SPECIAL AD HOC COMMITTEE ON 

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT & COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT
2014-553 SNIPE SIGN SUBCOMMITTEE

August 24, 2015

3:00 p.m.

City Hall

117 W. Duval St., 4th Floor
Conference Room B
Attendance: Council Members John Crescimbeni (Chair), Garrett Dennis, Al Ferraro, and Joyce Morgan

Also: Council Members Lori Boyer and Doyle Carter; Peggy Sidman – Office of General Counsel; Robert Campbell – Council Auditor’s Office; E. Denise Lee and Latanya Peterson – Mayor’s Office; Yvonne P. Mitchell – Council Research Division 
See attached sign in sheet for additional attendees.

Council Member Crescimbeni called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m. The meeting began with introductions of committee and attendees.

2014-553 Snipe Signs
CM Crescimbeni provided a detail background regarding the legislation. The initial bill was introduced by last year’s Ad Hoc Blight Committee because the current snipe sign fee does not cover related enforcement costs nor consistent with other Florida municipalities. The committee passed the recommendation to implement the new fee structure:  1st offense - $150; 2nd offense - $300; 3rd offense - $500; 4th offense - $500; 5th and each thereafter - $500; plus court cost. Legislation was deferred in committee cycle due to concerns that increase was too steep and the owner’s inability to pay when it was a “garage sale” type sign versus the big entities like “we buy houses”, “tax return” signs; campaign signs; and sports sign-up.
Mr. Mosier commented that Municipal Code continues to do its due diligence in tracking down violators. There are sign volunteers that can issue citations along with 2 part-time weekend workers have assisted with the increased number of sign cited and collected. 
There was extensive discussion regarding first offenses being tiered according to number of signs; and not distinguishing between non-profit and for profit. The second offense does not start until there is an adjudication or payment of previous citation. There was opposition towards any increase in fees because of the impact on the small organizations or residents that host events or yard sales. 
Suggestions:

· Review illegal dumping definitions to include certain number of snipe signs
· Create a reward system for reporting snipe signs with picture of license tag of individual posting signs

· Municipal Code work with Office of General Council to develop a policy for similar language and tracking matrix

· Reduce the fee to $10-$25 for the first five signs (1st offense) as a warning and educational tool

· Legal counsel pursue injunctive relief through the court system for the habitual offenders
· Encourage and educate constituents to have someone hold signs promoting event versus 
Assignment:

· Mr. Mosier will send Yvonne Mitchell a copy of the annual report of number of fines, citations, and signs collected from past three to four years.
· Mr. Mosier will provide statistics on how many people paid fines that had 5 or less signs.
· Mr. Mosier will provide statistics on number of citations issued to business versus individuals.
· Ms. Peggy Sidman will include language that provides the ability to link signs with similar messages and phone numbers to go toward assembly of first offense.
· Chief D. Lewis will review NTAs to determine if a JSO officer can issue citation to individual putting down snipe signs.

· Ms. Peggy Sidman will review illegal dumping and littering to see if language exists to hold individual accountable for putting down snipe signs.
Action: 

The committee adopted the fee schedule with a tiered first offense. The first five signs (on the same day) will be $50; and the six or more will be $150. This amendment will be added as a substitute.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m.

Yvonne P. Mitchell, Council Research Division (904) 630-1679 

Posted 
08.26.15   5:30 p.m.

