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Joint Finance/RCDPHS Committee Meeting Minutes
September 23, 2014
11:00 a.m.

Location:  City Council Chamber, 1st floor, City Hall – St. James Building; 117 West Duval Street,
     Suite 425

In attendance:  
Finance Committee: Council Members Richard Clark (Chair), Bill Gulliford, Lori Boyer, Ray Holt, Reginald Brown, Kimberly Daniels, Matt Schellenberg, John Crescimbeni
RCDPHS Committee: Council Members Don Redman (Chair), Doyle Carter, Greg Anderson, Bill Bishop, John Crescimbeni, Warren Jones (arr. 2:31)
Also: Council Member Jim Love; Paul Crawford – Office of Economic Development; Kirk Sherman, Kyle Billy, Heather Reber, Phillip Peterson and Kim Taylor – Council Auditor’s Office; Jeff Clements – City Council Research; John Sawyer and Paige Johnston – Office of General Counsel; Paula Shoup – Legislative Services Division; Joel Lamp – Office of Sports and Development; Chris Hand, Teresa Eichner and Margo Klosterman – Mayor’s Office; Usha Mohan – Information Technology Division; Steve Patterson and Ron Littlepage – Florida Times-Union; Bill McConnell and Keith van der Liese – SMG Jacksonville; Paul Harden, Emily Liska, Steve Diebenow
Meeting Convened: 2:04 p.m.
2014-549 (amendment to Parador Partners economic development agreement): Council Member Boyer said that the amendment as approved by the DIA board at its recent meeting included two facets – City approval of Parador Partners taking on a new partner/investor in the garage project, and elimination of the clawback of the City grant in the event that Parador sells the garage within the first 5 years of receiving the grant. Paul Harden representing Parador Partners answered questions from several committee members regarding the purpose of the amendment and the construction progress on the garage. The committee approved an amendment as marked on the Joint Committee agenda to 1) designate the Downtown Investment Authority rather than the Office of Economic Development as the City’s oversight agency; and 2) to make technical corrections.
Motion: recommend approval of the ordinance as amended – approved 8-1
2014-640 (resolution authorizing the General Counsel to proceed with an appeal of the Property Appraiser’s budget for FY14-15)
Motion: recommend approval of 2014-640 – approved 9-0.
2014-641 (ordinance approving the use of outside counsel to represent the Property Appraiser in an appeal of the Property Appraiser’s budget for FY14-15 and providing for a maximum indebtedness of $100,000 from Office of General Counsel budget for that purpose) - approved 9-0.

2014-635 (authorizing license agreement with Sunshine Soccer Group LLC for use of the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville for the Jacksonville Armada soccer club): the committee clarified with the Office of General Counsel and the Council Auditor’s Office the contents of the amendment revised as of yesterday evening. Joel Lamp of the Office of Economic Development, John Sawyer of the Office of General Counsel, Bill McConnell and Keith van der Liese of SMG Jacksonville, Steve Diebenow representing the Jacksonville Armada and City Risk Manager Twane Duckworth answered numerous questions from Council Member Crescimbeni about various details of the lease agreement, including the definition of leased facilities, the calculation of utility charges, timing of stadium cleaning and grass mowing prior to Armada games, use of the stadium for disaster staging purposes, the flow of fund into designated accounts, and other aspects of the agreement.
Motion (Crescimbeni): Finance Committee recommends approval of the bill as amended with the Council Auditor’s recommended amendments on the marked committee agenda and as discussed and agreed to by all the parties at the joint committee meeting today.

Finance approved 8-0

Motion (Crescimbeni): RCDPHS Committee amends the just-approved Finance amendment to include a provision regarding revisiting the utility usage for possible true-up after the first season of operations – approved 4-0.

Motion: RCDPHS Committee recommends approval of the bill as amended with the Council Auditor’s recommended amendments on the marked committee agenda, as discussed and agreed to by all the parties at the joint committee meeting today, and as just amended by the RCDPHS Committee - approved 4-0.
Meeting Adjourned: 3:27 p.m.
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