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MEETING MINUTES
TAX FORECLOSURE SUBCOMMITTEE

(A subcommittee of the “Stand Up for Your Neighborhoods” Committee, chaired by CM Denise Lee) 
DATE:
Thursday,  5/28/14
LOCATION:
City Hall, 4th Floor, City Council Spaces, Conference Room - B
SCHEDULED TIME:
10:00 AM – 11:00 AM
TOPIC OF MEETING:
Discuss City of Jacksonville Tax

                                          Foreclosure Policy for properties valued
                  below $5,000.00
ATTENDEES:
CM Jim Love (Chair),  ECA Kevin Kuzel,  Joe Namey,  John Jones, Paige Johnston, Sandra Stockwell, Bryan Mosier, Bob Stolp, Paul Tutwiler, Loree French
CM Love & Paul Tutwiler -  discussed what approaches the City should take considering the fact that the properties that are the object of the discussion may be in different categories - adjacent to similar properties or in the form of a single property.  

John Jones -  Passed out the current spreadsheet that defined the 50 properties that were valued at less than $5,000.00 that the city potentially could foreclose on due to either excessive fines or unpaid property taxes – having demolition liens, nuisance liens, administrative liens.

Loree French - asked how the properties were picked for the list, what criteria was used, and what area were the properties located.  

John Jones - informed the subcommittee why the 50 properties were on the list – primarily because the Tax Collectors Office policy was not to initiate foreclosure on properties that were valued at less than $5,000.00.

Paul Tutwiler – explained the how the particular properties and the unique qualities of different categories would help define the best policy that the city would institute for that particular case.  He gave as an example of how the Office of Economic Development is looking for land for projects connected with the Port, and how contiguous parcels of land may be purchased and assembled to meet the requirements of a proposed development.  

CM Love -  expressed his concern about the city owning foreclosed property and the expense required to maintain it.  Councilman Love suggested that a flow (logic) chart should be created that would guide the decision making  (actual policy) for handling the foreclosure on properties of different kinds…
Loree French  stated that foreclosure has two distinct paths – foreclosure of  individual properties and batch foreclosures and the importance of seeking quiet title.  She also said that the fee paid to the court for filing a foreclosure action also depends on the amount of fines that have been accrued defined on a cost scale.
Sandra Stockwell   said that a batch foreclosure will not necessarily provide good title.

Paul Tutwiler - suggested a “land banking” strategy to put together parcels for large projects or development.
John Jones  said that if the city forecloses on a property, we also own the tax liability.  Loree French replied that that was the case only if a third party held the tax certificate.
Paige Johnston   suggested that the subcommittee should get together with Neighborhoods Dept. to see if they can help locate funding sources for the batch foreclosures such as federal foreclosure programs.  John Jones added that the subcommittee needs a representative from Neighborhoods Dept. such as Kenny Logsdon  as a part of the subcommittee.  Daryl Griffin was also mentioned as a possible Neighborhoods rep.
CM Love  said that the subcommittee needs further meetings to properly work out the flow chart.
Note:  Do to the complexity of this issue and the discussion, please access the complete recording that is on file with Legislative Services.
Meeting Commenced:  10:01 am / May 28, 2014
Meeting Adjourned:  11:00 am / May 28, 2014
Meeting minutes prepared by:  ECA Kevin Kuzel / DISTR-14
Date Filed with Legislative Services:  6/02/14
DOCUMENTS & ITEMS FILED for this meeting INCLUDE:  Attendance Sign-in Sheet, written Minutes,  copy of recording of meeting (in its entirety) on CD.
CC:
Council Members/Staff


Cheryl L. Brown, Director/Council Secretary


Jeff Clements, Chief, Research Division


Dana Farris, Chief, Legislative Services Division


Carol Owens, Assistant Chief of Legislative Services


Kristi Sikes, Chief, Administrative Services Division.
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