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Meeting Convened:
      AM


 Meeting Adjourned:            AM
If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the Council with respect to any matter considered at such meeting, such person will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, such person may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.

I. Approval of Jacksonville Waterways Commission Minutes for December 11, 2013
II. RESO 2014-22 Auth Appl to FIND for 2014-2015 Grants for Specified Waterways-Related Projs; Auth Grant Agreemts with FIND; Acknowledge Willingness to meet Funding Requirements; Designate Oversight by Parks & Rec Dept. (McCain) (Req of Mayor)
Ms. Meeks explained the purpose of the resolution and reviewed the project list. All projects are in the construction phase with exception of lightening for two boat ramps (Arlington Lions Club & Wayne B. Stevens).  These projects were discussed in last grant cycle and have been designed or being designed through funding from 2013 or a previous year. She explained that FIND is a reimbursement grant and once a project is completed funds are received. FIND application may be submitted two ways:
· Phase approach 

· Phase I (Design) allows two years with one year extension. FIND will not reimburse until actual construction
· Phase II (Construction) allows same timeline as Phase I
· Completed Project 
· Phase I and II must be completed to receive reimbursement
There was extensive discussion regarding last year’s prioritized rank list approved by the committee and Council versus the Mayor’s current proposed project list. The boat ramps were added by staff in an attempt to maximize cap of increase in funding. The FIND application is due April 1st. 

The resolution was deferred for FIND subcommittee to meet for further discussion and recommendation on Thursday, January 23, 2014. The commission will have a special meeting to take action on Wednesday, January 29, 2014.  It was suggested that commissioners visit the projects prior to meetings.
It was recommended the Parks and Recreation Department submit a monthly status report of all projects.
III. St. Johns River Status Report

Dr. Quinton White, Jacksonville University

Change in weather has caused water temperature to drop.  St. Johns River reached 52 degrees. We are no longer in drought due to rainfall pattern. There is a tremendous variation in rainfall from last year compared to the first two weeks in January with 6 inches already. There have been no reports of fish kill.  There is a cove off Private’s Cove west of Ortega Boulevard reporting algae. A request has already been submitted to get a water quality sample. Dolphins have largely moved out of the area but are continuously being monitored.  Small pods of right whales are back off shore between St. Augustine and Daytona. Additionally, there have been sightings of great white sharks. St. Johns River will go through a ten day period of blue crab trap closure. Invitation extended to the commission to attend the dedication for new floating dock and classroom at Jacksonville University. This event will be held January 31st at 4:00p.m.
Water Quality & Manatee


Dr. Gerard Pinto, Jacksonville University
There may be a state synoptic flight within next twelve days depending on cold weather which will allow for better conditions in counting manatees. The warm water refugees in Duval County at JEA #2 outfall and Ortega Basin have seen a maximum of six manatees in the area. There was a recent rescue at JEA.  No manatee deaths since the beginning of the year. Manatee is still listed as an endangered species.  Unfortunately, manatee deaths by watercraft are still increasing which is a threat and major factor in classification. Manatee life expectancy is over fifty years in the wild.
IV. St. Johns River Issues Update

Lisa Rinaman, St. Johns River Keeper
2014-37 – Ms. Rinaman explained that the Central Florida Water Initiative has submitted a water supply plan is recommending withdrawing 100-150 million gallons of water a day from the St. Johns River for public water supply. In addition to that St. Johns Water Management District has submitted their plan which includes 125 million gallons withdrawal a day from the St. Johns. Her concern is the withdrawal impact of that much volume from the flow of St. Johns will increase the pollution problem, frequency of toxic green algae, reduce the flow and have negative impact on wildlife. She stated that the resolution is requesting that withdrawal is not granted until due diligence from the ecological health is conducted as well as conservation is realized in regards to living within the means. The entire length of the river will be effect by the withdrawal.
Mr. Sample explained that there are complex issues as it relates to the water supply plan and requested that the commission attend the public hearing on Thursday, February 6, 2014 at 5:00p.m., to get detailed information. 
The commission approved the resolution after extensive dialogue concerning the health of the St. Johns River and the need to accelerate the discussion between Central Florida and Northeast Florida.

Ms. Rinaman stated at last meeting she mentioned a meeting with JaxPort and Army Corp to discuss the dredging issue but it was postponed due to public hearing conflict.  It has been rescheduled for February 5th. She informed the commission that President Gulliford would be holding a meeting at the end of the month to cover dredging issues.
CM Boyer recommended that Ms. Rinaman begin conservation rate structure discussion with commission chair and JEA on what is being done and what is needed moving forward. 


V. Old Business
Commissioner Anderson stated the VMAP meeting was well attended with a wide variety of interest being represented. There was a non-positional discussion about the logistics. Future meetings will be scheduled to continue dialogue.
   New Business
No new business.

VI. Public Comments

Mr. Nooney discussed public access and economic opportunity downtown is not visible to him.  He further discussed shipyards, floating docks and DIA board meeting agenda. 
Announcement:
CM Redman congratulated Commissioner Fleming for his appointment to the Port Authority by Governor Scott.

Ms. Laquidara encouraged the commission to contact JEA to come in and discuss their water use compliance and permits which may be different from information presented by Ms. Rinaman.
***Other items may be added to the agenda at the discretion of the Chair. ***
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