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September 16, 2013

5:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes for the September 11, 2013 Metro and Urban Parks Ad Hoc Committee
Topic: Filing proposed Metropolitan Park use ordinance and discussion of founding documents.

Location: City Council Conference Room A, 4th Floor City Hall.
In Attendance: CM Don Redman; CM Lori Boyer; CM Dr. Johnny Gaffney; Steve Pace, EQD; Mark Hartley, Parks & Recreation; Daryl Joseph, Parks & Recreation; Paige Johnston, OGC; Janice Billy, CAO; James Richardson, COJ- EPB; David Pierson, CEO and President of the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra; Max Marbut, Financial News & Daily Record; Jeff Clements, Council Research; Ginny Myrick; Myrick Policy Group; Kelley Boree; Parks & Recreation; Stan Johnston, ECA District 13; Annette Hastings, Tourist Development Council; Angela Fedrick, citizen; Allison Adams, ECA District 5 and Dan Macdonald, ECA District 8.

Council President Bill Gulliford had an excused absence

Chair E. Denise Lee had an excused absence.

Chair E. Denise Lee called prior to the meeting asking that Council Member Don Redman chair the meeting in her absence. In that he was late in arriving, Council Member Lori Boyer called the meeting to order at 2:18 p.m. so that issues not requiring a vote could be discussed.

CM Boyer discussed documents she found concerning the founding of Metropolitan Park. The deed restrictions at the time limited Metropolitan Park to six ticketed events conducted by non-profit organizations. The construction of the stage was to be such that that it was not to be suitable for an amphitheater; rather it was to be such that it would be more suitable for smaller performances. CM Boyer said the purpose of the park as designated by the deed would be for public to use for outdoor activities like picnicking, boating and other recreational uses.

It was also discovered that despite deed restrictions, 4.75 acres of Metropolitan Park was used for Jaguars practice facilities. The city built a marina in exchange for that land.

CM Boyer said she has not had an opportunity to research documents in the Real Estate and Special Events offices.

CM Boyer also disclosed that there is already a resolution (74-217-59) concerning Metropolitan Park rates and lease arrangement that is very similar to the work being done by this committee.

Council Member Don Redman arrived at 2:25 p.m. and took over the duties as chair. The Minutes of the August 28 meeting were accepted.

Paige Johnston gave a report on the final changes to the proposed ordinance. It changes the Sunday curfew from 9 p.m. to 10 p.m. Shows can be extended for 30 minutes past curfew if there is a weather delay. A person is designated in the contract as the sound compliance designee. The cumulative number of annual performance hours from 144 hour to 164 hours.

CM Boyer explained that the ordinance has a one-year sunset provision so that its effectiveness can be reviewed.

The committee voted 3-0 to file the bill and to begin the legislative process. It is sponsored by CM Boyer and is co-sponsored by CM Redman and CM Dr. Johnny Gaffney.

Under new business, CM Redman asked Steve Pace to measure the sound levels at an upcoming event at the Salaam Club on Beach Boulevard. Last year the council member received several complaints about sound levels at the event.

CM Boyer is waiting for a map from Eric Lindstrom designating the various entertainment zones around Metropolitan Park. She’d like to come up with a common set of terms and rules. In that the Downtown Investment Authority is working on a community redevelopment plan, she does not want any work of this committee to conflict with what the DIA is doing.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:41 p.m.

Minutes compiled by Dan Macdonald, ECA District 8.

Included:


Minutes


Attendance Sheet


Meeting Notice


Agenda


CD containing Metropolitan Park founding documents
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