Comments on Proposed Metropolitan Park Legislation
From: Mike Yokan

To: Metropolitan Park Subcommittee Members

Date: August 13, 2013

1) Octave Band Limitations (subsection (b)) are not workable in real world

- Sound would be horrible — like turning down bass and treble knobs on your stereo

- No nationally touring act would agree to these limitations

- National acts all carry their own engineers who would not agree to abide by these conditions
- Even an act like Starry Nights will average 95-100db at soundboard

2) Fairness: Noise Studies

- Need to do noise study during a Jaguars game and a Suns game (those events violate 55/60db
noise standard by 10db-50db

- Steve Pace has estimated the cost to do a similar noise study during a Jaguars game would be
$816

- One Spark which cost the city $85K in public services got a blanket exemption from noise
ordinance and its multiple stages violated 55/60db limit in regards to multiple residences
including Eleven East, the Carling, the Metropolitan Loft Apartments or Residences at City
Place

- Jazz Festival gets a blanket “waiver” to 55/60db noise standard and it violates that standard as
to multiple downtown and south bank residences

- Suns 70 home games and Jaguars 9 home games plus Monster Truck Show all violate the
55/60db noise standard ’

- Promoters staging concerts at Met Park which benefit the City culturally and financially should
get comparable treatment to other events which violate noise standard but are viewed as
benefitting the City’s coffers and culture

- Welcome to Rockville generated roughly $70,000 in parking revenues alone for the City

- No legislation should be forwarded to the full City Council until noise studies of a Jaguars and
of a Suns game have been conducted (Note: the larger scoreboards are certain to create an even
greater level of noise for surrounding neighborhoods)



3) Best Practices Noise Curtailment (subsection (c))

- Promoters employing best practices to curtail undue noise outside park should get at least a
15db cushion before facing any sanctions

- Bass steering will take several trial runs to dial in

- Cost and effectiveness of sound curtains is not yet known

- Legislation should be modified to provide 3 warnings before any fine and promoter or
production manager should be given notice in person or via telephone and given 15 minutes to
address any violation before any additional warning notice or citation is issued. It will take at
least 10-15 minutes for production manager to be able to get to Front of House and address the
issue with a given band’s sound engineer.

- Ultimate sanction should be not re-renting the park to a promoter for an event rather than threat
to “pull the plug” which could create a dangerous crowd reaction and expose both the City and
the Promoter to millions of dollars in damages

- No EQD staffer or administrator should have the power to “pull the plug” (subsection (f))

4) Fine System: (subsection (f))
- We are not in favor of any fine system or of the standard noise 55/60db restriction being

applied to events at Metropolitan Park. Again, Metropolitan Park whose creation expressly
included construction of an “amphitheater” when the Park was re-named and should be treated
the same as City’s other entertainment venues during events

- If the standard noise ordinance is going to be applied to Metropolitan Park then promoters
should have the full appeal rights provided in Chapter 368 and EQD Rule 4 in regards to any
citation issued. Just because EQD staff says a violation occurred does not mean there was in fact
a violation. Failure to calibrate equipment, faulty readings, extraneous noise and a myriad of
other factors may cause a false reading.

- EQD staff should not be the final arbiter as to whether any noise standard is violated

- Any deposit required for noise compliance should not be due until one week prior to the
scheduled event

5) Multiple Stages (subsection (g))

- Promoters use multiple stages for efficiency due to existing main stage being and outdated
structure in multiple respects

- Total number of stages utilized should not be limited so long as all additional stages are pointed
away from the river and no more than two stages total are ever playing at any one time (we rotate
between Main Stages 1 and 2 and we rotate between Stages 3 and Stage 4

- The alternating use of multiple stages at Welcome to Rockville did not cause or create any
noise issues greater than that associated with a single stage

6) Curfew:

- We voluntarily imposed a 10 pm curfew on our Sunday and 10 pm should be the curfew for
Sunday-Thursday.

—On Wednesday, July 17, 2013 the Suns had a fireworks display after 10 pm which lasted more
than 20 minutes

- Any curfews imposed should be imposed as to all City entertainment venues



7) Festivals at Metropolitan Park benefit the City of Jacksonville

- The City of St Augustine and St Johns County understand benefits of concerts

- City of St Augustine approved giving the promoter $417K for a shuttle system for the Mumford
& Sons concert in September to help cover cost of parking infrastructure and shuttle system
http://staugustine.com/news/local-news/2013-07-22#.UfGyg2] D-70 and the St Augustine
Tourist Development Council contributed an additional $129K to help fund the parking
infrastructure: http:/staugustine.com/news/local-news/2013-06-13#.UfGzWGLD-70 .
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