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Jacksonville Waterways Commission

Don Redman, Chair

JACKSONVILLE WATERWAYS COMMISSION
Wednesday, November 9, 2011
City Council Chamber
9:30 a.m.

The monthly meeting of the Jacksonville Waterways Commission was called to order on Wednesday, November 9, 2011, at 9:35 a.m. in the City Council Chamber by the Chair, Council Member Don Redman.

In attendance:  Council Members Don Redman (Chair), John Crescimbeni (Vice Chair); Commissioners Gary L. Anderson, Lane T. Burnett, Edward J. Fleming, Jr., Raymond S. Pringle, Jr., Scott Shine, Stephen Swann and Penny Thompson; Council Member Bill Bishop was excused; Kristina Nelson, Office of General Counsel; Dr. Quinton White, Dr. Gerard Pinto, Jacksonville University; Captain Jim Suber, Waterways Coordinator; Tera Meeks, Chief, Waterfront Management; Roger Bump; Jody McDaniel, Planning Department; Ralph Hodges, Sierra Club; Captain Mike Getchell, Jacksonville Marine Transportation Exchange; Officer W. T. Mauldin, JSO Marine Unit; Attorney Tom Ingram; Derrick  Busby, St. Johns River Water Management District; Charles T. Holt, Coastal Conservation Association; Joe Wilhelm, Daily Record & Financial News; John Nooney; Chris Warren, Chamber of Commerce; Jessica Stephens, Legislative Services Division; John J. Jackson, Council Research Division.
The Commission approved the minutes for the October 12, 2011 meeting.

Duval County’s Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND) Commissioner, Michael Mesiano, introduced newly-appointed FIND Commissioner for Duval County, Aaron L. Browman, currently Director of Business Operations, Southeast Shipyards/BAE Systems.  Both gentlemen made brief remarks.
Attorney Tom Ingram, an advocate for small craft in the boating community, made a presentation on potential sites in the area for kayak and other small craft launches.  Mr. Ingram had made a preliminary presentation at the November 2nd meeting of the Commission’s FIND Subcommittee.  Mr. Ingram described himself as an avid user of the river and the beaches.  He felt that great strides had been made in improving the river, that the river was no longer a dumping ground for trash and debris.  The question that Mr. Ingram thinks that we ought to be asking is how we can increase public access to the river.  He recounted numerous stretches along the river that are barred for public access.  In a PowerPoint presentation, Mr. Ingram elaborated on the potential sites that can be retrofitted for launch sites for non-motorized craft that he had previously outlined in a memorandum that had been distributed.  All of the sites are on existing City-owned properties.
Sites that could be retrofitted with maintenance-level improvements that would enhance public access include: Sidney J. Gefen Riverwalk Park; Krestul Park (formerly La Vaca Park), San Jose Boulevard (Christopher Creek); County Dock Road/Walter Jones Park, Mandarin; Water Taxi Dock east of Hyatt and wet of Berkman Plaza; Stockton Park, Ortega; Memorial Park, Riverside; River Road (“San Marco Beach”), San Marco; Floating Dock at Riverside Arts Market; Ortega area cul-de-sacs; Rink Park (San Marco); Southbank Riverwalk.  Mr. Ingram detailed the improvements that would be needed at each site, such as replacing existing bulkheads, installing modular floating docks, creating slopes into shallow water at some of the existing bulkheads, the removal of submerged pilings and posting signage.
Council Member Crescimbeni wanted to know if there was an advocacy group for kayakers in the County.  With diminishing funds in the City’s coffers, we have to increasingly look to private-public efforts for projects in our communities.  Mr. Ingram reiterated his contention that the improvements that he was suggesting did not entail the City purchasing any property or park land but, rather, retrofitting existing City-owned properties.

Commissioner Anderson noted that Northeast Florida is the home of one of the largest associations of kayakers.

The Commission next turned to the monthly St. Johns River Status update from Dr. Quinton White, Jacksonville University.  Dr. White indicated that because of the recent pattern of rainfall (off and on), we have seen a roller coaster effect in the river’s salinity level.  The water temperatures are dropping; the water temperature much cooler now and that results in the marine mammals in the river (the manatees and the dolphins) begin to migrate southward toward warmer waters.  
The dolphin watch program initiated by NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) in response to the unusual number of dolphin fatalities last summer, continues.  Dr. White says that work is continuing to try and estimate the number of dolphins in the St. Johns River.  Currently, efforts have been made by NOAA, Florida Fish & Wildlife and others to catch a dolphin in the river this entangled in some type of rope.  The entangled dolphin has eluded those trying to catch it and remove the rope that is threatening its life.

Dr. White apprised the Commission on an impending project looming concerning the concept of creating in-shore artificial reefs in the river.  Normally, artificial reefs are created in the deep waters off-shore.  The new concept is to create the artificial reefs in the river to enhance fishing.  Representatives of the Coastal Conservation Association met on November 3rd with Dana Morton (who heads the City’s artificial reef program), Jody McDaniel and Captain Jim Suber.  A follow-up meeting, hosted by Dr. White, was held at JU’S Marine Science Research Institute on November 4th that included representatives from the City, JU, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Fish & Wildlife and others.  A proposed site identified would be bottom depressions upstream of the Fuller Warren Bridge, ease site of the channel.  Five areas have been identified ranging from 10 to 20 feet in depth.  Marine species anticipated to be attracted to the structure include red fish black drum, croaker, flounder spotted sea trout and stripped bass.  Funding would come from grants.  A formal proposal would come after the first of the year. 
Dr. White noted that the Commissioners had before them the annual Manatee Protection Plan update.  There are no policy changes.  The update entails adding new and additional data and information.  After its review, the Commission should approve the updated version and send the recommendation off to the Council.
Dr. Gerard Pinto reported that on the last aerial survey, 58 manatees were sighted, all south of the Buckman Bridge.  There were no new manatee deaths to report.

Commissioner Gary L. Anderson is Chairman of the Waterways FIND Subcommittee and reported on that group’s November 2nd meeting.  The meeting focused on past and future grant applications that the City sent to FIND.  The grant application process was explained and discussed.  

In Comments from the Public, Roger Bump, a local charter boat captain sees the St. Johns River becoming “privatized” because there is less and less public access to the river for fishing.  He invited everyone to attend a December 10th meeting of the Recreational Fish Alliance.  Moreover, he will urge the Recreational Fish Alliance to attend future Waterways Commission meetings.

Mr. Michael Swaim, North Shore Community Association, spoke in support of the issues that Tom Ingram raised regarding the need for more on-motorized, small craft access to the river.  Mr. Swaim suggested that a North Shore park on the Trout River should be considered for an access point for launch opportunities.
Mr. John Nooney advocated the need for pocket piers and decried the lack of Council Members sponsoring and advocating for pocket piers.

Mr. Keith Keller, representing the Paddle Sports Community, described Jacksonville’s paddle sports kayak & paddle sports organizations.  He sighted cities that have successful kayak and paddle sports programs such as New York City, Portland, Oregon and Louisville, Kentucky.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:58 a.m.  The next scheduled meeting is December 14, 2011.
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