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Meeting Minutes for the October 31, 2011 panel discussion regarding redistricting at the Jacksonville Rotary Club
Topic:
Redistricting 
Location:

Omni Hotel – Jacksonville Rotary Meeting
In Attendance:
Council Member Matt Schellenberg, Council Member Warren Jones, Supervisor of Elections Jerry Holland, Jason Gabriel with the Office of the General Council, Audrey Braman, ECA for District 6, Rotary President Howard Dale, Rotary members, and guests and visitors.   
Meeting Convened: 12:30 p.m.

· Rotary President Howard Dale: Opens with the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation

· Rotary President Howard Dale: Presents Mr. Barry Saunders with a blue badge.

· Barry Saunders: Accepts badge and thanks the audience.  

· Steve Grossman: Introduces the guests and visitors attending the meeting

· Veronica Valentine: Makes special announcements, including an invitation to the Gala Centennial Celebration, which will be held in February.

· Former Rotary President Willard Payne: Introduces newest Rotary member, former Sheriff Nat Glover, and gives a brief background on Mr. Glover.

· Former Sheriff Nat Glover: Gives a brief background of his career and current position as President of Edward Waters College. 

· Rotary President Howard Dale: Makes general club announcements including meeting times and locations.  Introduces the moderator of the panel discussion, Jason Gabriel, who is with the Office of the General Council.  Gives a brief overview of Jason Gabriel’s background.   

· Jason Gabriel: Gives a brief overview of the panel discussion format and introduced the panelists, Council Member Matt Schellenberg, Council Member Warren Jones, and Supervisor of Elections Jerry Holland.  Gives a brief overview of the redistricting process including what is required by the city charter.  Explains the redistricting standards at the city and state levels and talks about the deadline for having a final redistricting map.  

· Council Member Matt Schellenberg: Presents two maps.  1) The current map that has passed the Rules Committee.  2) C/M Schellenberg’s version of the map.  C/M Schellenberg points out that he has attended all of the public hearings that were held on the subject of redistricting and that he made his map in direct response to the wishes of the constituents who spoke at those public hearings, as well as the original intent of the Redistricting Committee.  His map is based on compactness and communities of interest.  He points out that although his map only has 3 minority access districts, it actually makes many of the districts more competitive between Republicans and Democrats.

· Council Member Warren Jones: States that compromise should “rule the day” and that there is never going to be a perfect redistricting map.  C/M Jones asserts that the majority of Council Members have embraced a map that maintains the 4 minority access districts.  C/M Jones concludes by saying that he cannot support a map that diminishes minority representation.  

· Supervisor of Elections Jerry Holland: Begins by stating that he believes both maps are a drastic improvement from the current (2000) redistricting map.  Mr. Holland points out that there are two court cases that decided that you cannot gerrymander districts in order to create minority districts.  However, both of those cases were creating minority districts where there were not previously minority districts—therefore, it does not apply.  Mr. Holland believes that another court case, Reno v. Bossier Parish School, is more applicable.  Based on this case, Mr. Holland contends that you cannot regress to having fewer minority districts if you have the possibility of drawing the same amount, which, according to the current map, is in fact a possibility.  Mr. Holland also believes that if the number of minority access districts is reduced, the map would be challenged and most likely end up before the Supreme Court, which will, in turn, have a notable cost to the community.  SOE Jerry Holland concludes by stating that he has enjoyed being a part of the redistricting process.  

· Questions from the audience:

Question #1: Would keeping the 4 minority access districts avoid litigation?

Supervisor of Elections Jerry Holland: Mr. Holland answers by stating that keeping the 4 minority access districts will avoid one aspect of litigation but not necessarily all litigation.

Council Member Schellenberg: C/M Schellenberg answers by stating that he spoke to the Office of the General Council before proposing his map and was told that his map was defendable.  C/M Schellenberg goes on to point out the numerous minorities who were elected to office by predominantly white districts.  C/M Schellenberg asserts that Jacksonville has moved beyond needing gerrymandered districts in order to elect minorities.  He states that Riverside does not have anything in common with Argyle, that downtown does not have anything in common with the west side, and that his map is based on compactness and communities of interest.  

Council Member Warren Jones: C/M Jones states that both maps are defendable but asks which map would cost more to defend. 

Question #2: What about the new state law that required compact districts?  Will the state challenge the city’s map?  Or will the people who proposed the state law challenge the city’s map?

Supervisor of Elections Jerry Holland:  Mr. Holland points out that Amendment 5 and Amendment 6 only have bearing on state districts and do not apply to local districts.  He also asserts that there are other considerations besides compactness when drawing districts.  

Questions #3: Who pays for litigation?

Jason Gabriel: Mr. Gabriel states that the taxpayer may bear the burden of litigation.

Question #4: Who is the other litigant?

Jason Gabriel: Mr. Gabriel states that the other litigant is unknown.

Question #5: How many citizens will be affected?

Supervisor of Elections Jerry Holland: Mr. Holland states that approximately 40% to 45% of people will now have a different district number. 

Jason Gabriel:  Mr. Gabriel points out that some districts lost population while others gained population.  

Question #6:  Who would have standing to challenge the map?

Jason Gabriel: Mr. Gabriel states that the threshold is low as the map affects everyone in the community, however, it would depend on many factors including whether or not they are an “affected party.”  

· Rotary President Howard Dale: Thanks the panel for participation and makes general closing statements and announcements.
Meeting Adjourned: 1:18p.m.

Minutes:  Audrey L. Braman, ECA to Council Member Matt Schellenberg 
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