[image: image1.png]



Jacksonville Waterways Commission

Don Redman, Chair

JACKSONVILLE WATERWAYS COMMISSION
Wednesday, September 14 , 2011
City Council Chamber
9:00 a.m.

These minutes are unofficial until approved by the Commission at its October 12, 2011 meeting.
The monthly meeting of the Jacksonville Waterways Commission was called to order on Wednesday, September 14, 2011, at 9:35 a.m. in the City Council Chamber by the Chair, Council Member Don Redman.

In attendance:  Council Members Don Redman (Chair), John Crescimbeni (Vice Chair), Bill Bishop; Commissioners Gary L. Anderson, Lane T. Burnett, Caryn E. Carreiro, Edward J. Fleming, Jr., Raymond S. Pringle, Jr., Scott Shine, Stephen Swann, State Representative Lake Ray; Commissioner Penny Thompson was excused; Assistant General Counsel Kristina Nelson, Dr. Quinton White, Dr. Gerard Pinto, Jacksonville University, Captain Jim Suber, Dana Morton, Vince Seibold,  Gary Weise, Environmental & Compliance Department; Jody McDaniel, Planning Department, Melissa Long, State of Florida, Department of Environmental Protection, Neil Armingeon, St. Johns Riverkeeper, Derek Busby, Geoffrey Sample, St. Johns River Water Management District, Ralph Hodges, Sierra Club, Jay Caddy, U.S. Navy, Danielle Fondren, Nadia Gordon, Florida Wildlife Commission,  Attorney Tom Ingram, Tera Meeks, Chief, Waterfront Management Programming, David Kaufman, JaxPort, John Nooney, Mario Rubio, Mayor’s Office, Jessica Stephens, Legislative Assistant, John J. Jackson, Council Research Division.
The Commission voted to approve the minutes for the August 10, 2011 Waterways Commission meeting.

In Legislative Items, Vince Seibold, Chief of Environmental Quality, Environmental & Compliance Department, explained the components of Ordinance 2011-578, Approp $7,103,232.38 within Public Works Dept for On-Going Capital Projs re Health of St. Johns River & Tributaries & Fund a New NAS Reclaimed Water Proj; Auth Funds to Carryover to Subsequent FY’s; Auth 2nd Amend to Agreemt with SJRWMD for Tributary Water Quality Restoration, Lower St. Johns River Basin; Auth 2nd Amend to Subcontract with JEA for Performing Certain Obligations for the SJRWMD Agreemt Tributary Water Quality; Restoration.  Mr. Seibold provided background on the proposed legislation and the nature of the request for emergency action.  The legislation involves the septic tank phase out program and efforts to reduce nutrients in our waterways.  By a unanimous vote, the Commission voted to recommend approval of Ordinance 2011-578.
The Commission next considered Resolution 2011-607, Req FDEP to Delay Issuance of the Georgia Pacific Paper Mill Discharge Permit until all Outstanding Questions have been Answered & a Comprehensive & Thorough Chemical Engineering Analysis of the Mill’s Waste Stream be Completed.  Council Member Jim Love is the sponsor of the resolution.

State Representative Lake Ray voiced concerns with the proposed resolution.  He reminded the Commission that the issue of the proposed pipeline and application for the permit have been aired and debated for years; the Commission has heard from proponents and opponents. Questions now have to be raised about process.  Representative Ray expressed the view that, according to Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection, Georgia-Pacific had met every criterion yet there is continuous questioning.  The St. Johns Riverkeeper,  Neil Armingeon, spoke in favor of the proposed resolution, providing background points on the administrative order that gave Georgia-Pacific the go-ahead.   Mr. Armingeon contented that there are still outstanding questions and that building the pipeline is not the solution.  He believes that the proposed pipeline is not in the best interest of the river’s health.’
Commissioner Pringle agreed with Representative Ray, that we need to resolve the issue and not “keep kicking the can down the road.”  He felt that the prolonged questioning was unfair to Georgia-Pacific; peoples’ jobs were at stake; we need an up or down vote on the matter. 
Commissioner Shine asked the Riverkeeper what was the source of the dioxins? Did it emanate from the effluent?  Council Member Crescimbeni asked Melissa Long (Florida Department of Environmental Protection) how long had the Georgia-Pacific permit for the pipeline been before DEP?  She replied that the permit had been before the DEP since 2002 and that, in fact, the permit had been approved.  Council Member Crescimbeni asked Melissa Long if the DEP viewed the resolution sponsored by Council Member Love as unfriendly to the process.  She answered that it would be viewed as unfriendly.

Commissioner Pringle asked her if the pipeline were put in operation today, would it be safe.  She replied that it would be safe.  

By a vote of 6-5 (six to five), the Commission voted to recommend approval of Resolution 2011-607.  Voting Yea: Anderson, Burnett, Carreiro, Crescimbeni, Redman, and Shine.  Voting Nay: Bishop, Fleming, Pringle, Ray, and Swann.
The Commission next heard an update by Officer Bill Mauldin of the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office Marine Unit on the Manatee Enforcement Program.  Officer Mauldin’s PowerPoint provided background and details on the Marine Unit’s objectives and results in enforcing the laws pertaining to the protection of manatees in the waterways.  The State of Florida mandates that certain counties have an approved Manatee Protection Plan.  Five fatalities of manatees in a given year can result in the suspension of all permitting for marinas, piers, boat ramps and other marine facilities until a county satisfies the State that it has brought enforcement parties together to address and remedy the issues that result in manatee fatalities.  Officer Mauldin’s presentation included an explanation and discussion of the four safety/protection zones in the river; pertinent State laws; the history of manatee protection programs going back to 2006; statistics on registered boats in the County; enforcement; education initiatives; results; the 2011 threshold relating to watercraft-related manatee fatalities; identified issues; and zone improvement.
The Commission next heard a presentation on the potential for canoeing and kayaking in our waterways by Joe Crespi and Rachel Austin of First Coast Outfitters.  The presentation included the potential and hazards of kayaking on the river; the potential of kayaking in McCoy’s Creek; the need for suitable launch sites; the potential of Exchange Island as a “paddler’s paradise.”  The presentation highlighted the positive economic impact that kayaking and canoeing has had in various other cities in the country and what a positive economic impact promoting both activities could be for Jacksonville.
In the monthly St. Johns River Status Report and Water Quality & Manatee report, Dr. Quinton White first remarked on the manatee rescue incident that was in the recent news.  Dr. Pinto was involved with a manatee rescue operation on the river just north of Jacksonville University where manatees had been stuck in the mud.  A female manatee had been pursued by five males in an exceedingly marshy area.  The manatees were stuck.  Dr. Pinto got a call from Florida Fish & Wildlife.  A host of concerned people were on the scene to help.  Of primary concern was how stressful the situation was for the manatees; they cannot breath when out of the water and stuck in the mud.  The volunteers proceeded to pull, push and guide the manatees back to the water’s edge.
A manatee death was reported on Tuesday (September 13) in Mill Cove.  It was unclear as to whether it was one of those that had been stranded and rescued.
Dr. White remarked on the Manatee Protection Plan status.  The boater speed zone (described in Office Mauldin’s PowerPoint) was created in 1999.  The federal government later mandated speed zones.  The speed zones are under the purview of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  A recurring problem with this arrangement is the upkeep of U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service buoys.

Dr. White reported that the river’s water temperature is still warm and that there has been an increase in the river’s salinity.  As colder weather approaches, manatees in the river will begin to leave the area and migrate southward.  In an aerial survey the previous day, only two manatees were sighted.  The two were sighted in the IntraCoastal Waterway.   In the past ten years, there have been fewer manatees in the river because of increased salinity.  
Dr. White announced that on October 7-8th, the Environmental Protection Agency is sending a large vessel, the Bold, here as part of Children’s Health Week Program.  It is a 247 foot oceanographic research vessel.

Commissioner Gary Anderson reported on the August 31, 2011 meeting of the Jacksonville Waterways Commission’s FIND (Florida Inland Navigation District) Subcommittee.   The Commissioner chairs that subcommittee.   The meeting heard the same presentation on canoeing and kayaking in the County’s waterways that Joe Crespi & Rachel Austin of First Coast Outfitters had provided the Commission earlier.  The current boat ramps and kayak launches were identified and the potential for greater waterways access was discussed.
In Public Comments, consultant Danielle Fondren implored the Commission to be supportive of initiatives and programs for our waterways that would help our local economy.

Attorney Tom Ingram urged the Commission to undertake and support measures that would provide greater access to the river and waterways for people who kayak and sail.

Mr. John Nooney remarked on the ramifications of Ordinance 2011-560, re Jax Shipyards Project; Auth Settlement Amt of City’s Unsecured Claim in the Pending Bankruptcy of Developer Landmar Croup…for Claim Amt of $23,250,000.00.  In addition to the significance of the legislation, Mr. Nooney expressed his view that the legislation ought to have been assigned to the Waterways Commission for review, consideration and a vote.
There being no further business, the Commission’s monthly meeting was adjourned at 11:19 a.m.  The next scheduled meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 12, 2011.

John J. Jackson, Council Research Division (904) 630-1729
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