	[image: image1.png]




	OFFICE OF THE CITY COUNCIL

	Doyle Carter

COUNCIL MEMBER, DISTRICT 12

OFFICE (904) 630-1380

FAX (904) 630-2906

E-MAIL: doylec@coj.net
	August 16, 2011

4:00 p.m.

	117 West Duval Street

SUITE 425

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

32202


Meeting Minutes for August 15, 2011
Council Person Carter, R. Brown, Gaffney, Jones, and, Lee
Topic:
Redistricting 
Location:

City Council Office, Conference Room A
In Attendance:
CM Carter, CM Gaffney, CM R. Brown, CM Jones, CW Lee, Jerry Holland (Supervisor of Elections), Soliman Salem (Planning and Development Department), Jason Gabriel (General Counsel), Jeff Clements (Research), John Libby (Guest), Jack Daniels (Guest), Fred Engness (Guest), Bill Lewis (President of the Argyle Civic Council), Rebekah Adams (ECA for CM Carter), Bridgette Rodriguez (ECA for CM Gaffney), Belinda Peeples (ECA for CM Yarborough), Kevin Kuzel (ECA for CM Love), Daphne Colbert (ECA for CM R. Brown)
Meeting Convened:
3:35 p.m.

· CM Carter’s purpose in meeting with Districts 7, 8, 9, 10, 12 and 14 was to discuss what he had worked on regarding redistricting and presented a map of his idea. He also apologized for the late notice regarding the noticed meeting. He then turned it over to CW Lee
· CW Lee stated her concern in scheduling a noticed meeting without confirmation from each council person involved. CW Lee mentioned information she had obtained that is pertinent during the redistricting process.

· CM Carter stated that with the map presented he would like to have Whitehouse in his district and also felt the importance of having Argyle all in the same district, which would be in District 14. 

· CW Lee stated she did not have enough information to know whether or not the 5,000 residents in Whitehouse, which CM Carter included in District 12, were of interest to the district she represents, District 8. 

· CW Lee raised the question as to the repercussions if someone sought to sue the City of Jacksonville regarding the re-drawing of district lines. She expressed the importance of following the criteria in each map which is created. On May 11, 2011 the Rules of Reapportionment Committee proposed agenda items as to the criteria and priority for developing the proposals, which was voting age versus total population, population equality with a 10% total deviation, continuity, communities of interest, compactness and preservation of existing districts. CW Lee referred to a memo given on January 31, 2011, Reapportionment Process and Legal Analysis for Council Members and School Board Members, in which Cindy Laquidara stated, that the Supervisor of Election can gather and produce any information required or requested that the Planning Department should follow when producing maps. After the May 11, 2011 memo the Reapportionment Committee adopted the criteria Ms. Laquidara presented. CW Lee stated that she needs to know the analysis of the voting pattern in order to be able to agree with the map which CM Carter has presented.  
· Mr. Gabriel responded to CW Lee’s question about the Justice Department no longer being able to intervene with criteria set for reapportionment like they did before. He said, to a certain extent that is correct but as of now it is the to-tally of the circumstances.

· CW Lee stated that on August 10, 2011 the Reapportionment Committee sent to the Rules Committee a proposed map and CW Lee wants to be certain that the map follows the criteria set forth by the General Counsel. 
· CM Carter stated the voting pattern in 1999, in the Whitehouse area, voted 74% for him and in 2011 voted 76% for him. They have been in District 12 for approximately 22 years. CM Carter also stated the importance of keeping the Argyle area in one district, District 14. Dr. Gaffney’s district remained the same and CM R. Brown’s changes to his district were minimal. 
· CM Jones stated that the Whitehouse area formerly was in District 9 in the 80’s and that the communities of interest have changed since then. 

· Mr. Gabriel stated that the reapportionment process is by no means over and that the criteria have been a priority when creating maps. 
· CW Lee encouraged the other CM’s to obtain the criteria provided by the General Counsel before there are any final decisions made on a redistricting map. 

· CM Gaffney stated that there were no significant changes in numbers and asked if the map CM Carter presented met all the legal requirements. 
· Mr. Gabriel stated that once the criteria are identified that it could meet the requirements to be a legal map. He also stated that the communities of interest could range from religion, history, cultural, political ties, schools, tradition etc.
· CW Lee requested population data which Mr. Salem sent to CW Lee but she would like review the voting pattern information as well.
· Mr. Holland gladly offered that any information requested is readily available and would be submitted. Mr. Holland also suggested that the Mayor’s race and Presidential race is a good indicator of communities of interest. 

· CM Jones wanted to confirm with Mr. Holland whether or not the information provided is submitted by each precinct in the district and Mr. Holland confirmed that it is by each precinct.   
· Mr. Engness stated that CW Lee brought up two interesting topics about the difference in variance and the possibility of being challenged in court if the criteria for redistricting were not met.

· CM Brown requested “red” and “blue” maps be provided to him for a better understanding of communities of interests in his district, District 10.

· Mr. Gabriel mentioned the 4 public meetings that will be held, beginning August 24th to hear from the citizens regarding redistricting. He also expressed the importance of having one plan to view and discuss.

· Mr. Libby mentioned and discussed the article in the Times Union’s editorial section from August 14, 2011. He also mentioned the importance of identifying communities of interests and voting patterns, before the map is presented to the public, to prevent law suites. 

· Mr. Lewis expressed his appreciation to CM Carter for keeping the Argyle area in one district, District 14. 
· CM Brown stated that Marietta area is still a community of interest for District 10 and where you gain in one area you lose in another area.

· Mr. Salem stated that statistically speaking you cannot assume future growth in districts; you must go by current data.  

· CW Lee asked what information is exempt for public record and Mr. Holland stated that the voter’s social security number, driver’s license number and signature are the items considered exempt information.
· Mr. Salem will make available an accompany table with party affiliation that goes along with the map presented to the Rules Committee.
· Mr. Lewis offered his appreciation to the committee for posting the Reapportionment information on the City of Jacksonville’s website.    
Meeting Adjourned:  5:00 p.m.
Minutes:   Rebekah Adams, ECA to CM Doyle Carter 
cc:
Council Members/Staff

Cheryl Brown, Director/Council Secretary

Dana Farris, Chief, Legislative Services Division
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