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August 8, 2011
   




     8:00 a.m. 
Council Member Reginald Brown Noticed meeting minutes held on August 3, 2011.

Topic:

Reapportionment
Location:  
City of Jacksonville, 117 W. Duval Street, #425, Conference Room A-St. James Building, Jacksonville, FL  32202
In attendance:  
Council Members Reginald Brown (10), Dr. Johnny Gaffney (7), Warren Jones (9-Arrived late), E. Denise Lee (8), Ray Holt (11) and Jim Love (14); Jerry Holland (Supervisor of Elections Office), William “Bill” Killingsworth (Planning & Development Department), James Reed (Planning & Development Department, Jason Gabriel (Office of General Counsel), Daphne Colbert (10), Rebekah Adams (12), Bridgette Green (7),), Kevin Kuzel (14), Sandra Lane (At-Large Group 2), Representative Mia Jones (Mayor Brown’s office), Kevin Meerschaert (WJXT-Media), Steve Patterson (Media), Jeff Clements (City Council Research Dept.), Yvonne Ward (Moncrief Spring), Diane Tucker (Lincoln Villa East Neighborhood Association), Eunice Barnum (Sherwood Forest/Paradise Park Community Association/Northeast Florida Accountability Forum),  and Myrtice Dozier (Sherwood Forest/Paradise Park Community Association), 
Meeting convened:  2:05 p.m.
Council Member Brown provided an explanation as to why the meeting was called and turned it over to Bill Killingsworth to provide an explanation of the maps that were being used at today’s meeting.  One map reflects what appeared to be consensus at yesterday’s meeting for this group, but most of the changes are a result of the meeting regarding the districts South and East of the river, including part of District 9.   In terms of Districts 7, 8 & 10, a consensus of how to change these districts was not reached and therefore, is not reflected in the map. Another map shows how the three precincts along the northern edge of Trout River could be shifted back into District 8. The impact of this change would be that District 7 would have to wrap around to the far Southwest.   CM R. Brown referred to a practice that was used by the other group.  Bill Killingsworth stated that they drew the shape of what they wanted for their district and asked the Planning & Development Department to make the numbers work.  
There was discussion regarding percentages, the number of people that must be picked up, etc.  Each district will need to pick up people and some will lose certain district coverage in doing so.  It may be some of the area which they currently represent.  

One of Councilmember Lee’s concerns is that we do not dilute what each district already has.  Bill Killingsworth stated that the city has grown.  A lot of people have moved south (south side or Jacksonville) area.  It’s obvious that districts 7, 8, 9 & 10 are the districts that represent a majority of the minorities in the city.  Per Jerry Holland, it will be diluted because you have to add additional voting districts that are 50% are less. Comment stated as an additional fact.  She’s also concerned about the homestead and the fact that the existing population that is currently there that is taken away and put somewhere else.  Bill stated that the only place that was taken away was the one in Arlington, and that was because an agreement between the two Councilmembers was okay with the move.  Dr. Johnny Gaffney stated that he did initially agree to it, but after much discussion and debate, he doesn’t think that it’s a good idea.
Per Jason Gabriel, the predominant motive here is not race.  What are the communities of interests? What are the primary motives in wanting to perhaps in going back across the river?

Councilmember Lee stated that we got to address minorities’ access.  She has no problems in expanding.  The population has grown.  Basically, the take away what I have and place it somewhere else.  Her total concern is that we don’t dilute what we have.  She provided an example by using Mayport and what happen in the past. 
Councilmember Brown stated that a fair assessment would be is to look at the districts the way they currently are and expand from it, to get the numbers that are currently needed.  He does not want to lose anything he has.  Councilmember Lee stated that is what redistricting is all about.

Per Jerry Holland, if we’re going to start with this premise, then increase it as only as much you have.  Understanding the logistics of what you’re working is very important.  Ask yourself where you want to go outside of what you got, which will really help the Planning & Development Department.
Based on the outcome of the Reapportionment Standing Committee, another notice meeting may be held for this group, Districts 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12.  

Meeting adjourned:   3:25 p.m.
Minutes Taker:  Daphne Colbert, ECA-10

Documentation filed with Legislative Services:  8/8/2011

1. Meeting Notice

2. Sign-in Sheet

3. Original CD which contains meeting minutes

cc:
Council Members/Staff

Cheryl Brown, Director/Council Secretary

Dana Farris, Chief, Legislative Services Division

CITYC & COJ.NET


Media


File Copy

�










1 of 2


 Created by DColbert


Executive Council Assistant – District 10


