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Jacksonville Waterways Commission

John Crescimbeni, Chair

April 29, 2011
Meeting minutes for Council Member John Crescimbeni and Jacksonville Waterways Commissioners Scott Shine and Lane Burnett.
Thursday, 11:00 a.m., April 28, 2011
Topic:

Restricted zones in the Mayport section of the St. Johns River.

Location:
Conference Room A, City Hall-St. James Bldg, Suite 425

In attendance:  Council Member Crescimbeni (Chair, Waterways Commission); Commissioners Scott Shine, Lane Burnett.  John J. Jackson, Council Research Division.

Meeting Convened:
11:07 a.m.

Commissioner Shine opened the meeting by providing background on the question as to what the Navy’s intentions were with recently imposed restrictions on the St. Johns River at Naval Station Mayport.  Commissioner reported that outside of notification in the Federal Register, no one had any inclination about the intent of the new restrictions.  Commissioner Shine said that he had talked with the immediate past Commander of the base (now retired) who did not have inkling.  Indications are that the Navy had concerns about the base’s fuel tank farm on the river side of the base.  This is what prompted the security overlay.   Commissioner Shine indicated that the new security overlay would displace local fishermen who fished in the river adjacent to the base.  There had been no public response to the notices issued in the federal register.
Commissioner Shine suggested that the Waterways Commission should have representatives of the Commission visit the base on a fact-finding mission of sorts to try and ascertain what the new restricts entailed.  Would future access for fishermen at that portion of the river be permanently curtailed and banned>

Council Member Crescimbeni suggested that a letter to the Naval Base officials might be appropriate.

Commissioner Shine said that he would plan on visiting the base, along with Commissioner Lane and Assistant General Counsel Kristina Nelson.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.
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