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Town Hall Meeting Minutes

Topic:
Proposed 2009/2010 Budget

Date:
Monday, August 10, 2009

Time:
6:00 PM

Location: FCCJ – South Campus, 11901 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32246
Meeting Sponsor: Council President Richard Clark
In Attendance: CP Clark, CM Joost, CM Yarborough, CM Crescimbeni, and CM Redman.
Others Present: Sherry Hall, Policy Director Mayor’s Administration, and concerned Citizens.
Meeting Convened: 6:12 PM

Discussion: 

· CP Clark welcomed audience, introduced Council Members present, gave overview of budget process timeline, and opened the discussion to the public.
· Greg Frazier - Concerns were expressed that the last City Council vote on the millage of 10 to 9, gave a clear impression that we are city divided. Do not cannibalize each other where the non-profits are against the public safety, instead cut the fat where it is needed in the entire community – focus on waste as go through the budget process.
· Amy Rankin - Community Connections provides safety nets that non-profits bring to the community, and they invite and urge all Council Members to stop by and visit a center.

· Terry Hoffman - Volunteer from a full service school program advocated the free benefits provided to children without any health insurance, they help remove barriers so that they can concentrate on education with the help of funding from the Children’s Commission.
· Paul Bussell - Director of New-Heights a non-profit agency thanked the City of Jacksonville for their 56 years partnership, and the money that the city invests in them generates jobs for the less fortunate. The non-profits do not want to get caught in the middle.
· Harry Reagan - Friends of the Library reminded that the library has cut the budget every year since 2006, production is still up, and if the hours are shortened as is being proposed, he fears for the gradual deterioration of the quality of the library.
· Emily Holland – Works at a mental health center, she was there to speak on their behalf, she wants to help preserve the kids programs that are provided by the Jacksonville Children’s Commission free of charge.

· Luz Rozario – Has a special needs child, and wanted to put a face to the families that receives the services that the city provides as in Cerebral Palsy. Please take such agencies that provide stellar services into consideration.
· Joseph Strasser – came to Jacksonville in 1968 as the city Budget Officer. Suggest telling all departments to work with what they have! When there is waste in the budget, the solution is to make cuts. Why is this Government so full of AMIO’s that are appointed by the Mayor? He also suggests that during struggling economic times, the non-profit agencies need to raise their own funds. Roving Officers with the Fire department waste, money cut public safety and let them make the decisions.

· Mike Templeton – FCMA a 20 years old regional trade association, encourages to reduce expenses to avoid any increase to millage, the pension contribution is a big issue, look hard at the work force costs, general fund increases but businesses cannot, pointed out that over 67% of businesses have suffered in the first 6 months, think out of the box in reducing costs, offering their experts on budget control and finance to  advise both the Council and Mayor’s office, they support the JCCI plan, and to keep in mind that the budget process is a long term problem that will not be over at the end of 2010 – instead pave the way for future situations.
· Michelle Stevens – Bridge of North East Florida is funded by Children’s Commission, manages healthy families, pregnant women are provided assistance, help people get jobs and apartments, sees the end result of problematic behavioral children, because the majority of these services are the only support system that some families may have, so please increase the funding, because pulling the funding will impact the crime rate.

· Didi Wells – Raised in a high crime area of Jacksonville, and was fortunate to have attended good schools and was representing Community Connections. It is so important for children to have opportunities with after school programs.

· John Winkler – Concerned Tax Payers representative commands the Council for rejecting the Mayor’s proposed budget, pointed out that there are no sacred cows in the budget, do not cut the library and then give the funds to the JEDC!
· Patricia Simmons – Advocated that non-profits do a good job but need to find a way to raise money on their own, cut the budget without threatening to cut safety.
· CP Clark closed with thanking everyone for their comments, participation and support, and to continue voicing their concerns at the budgetsuggestions@coj.net email. 
Meeting Adjourned: 6:49 PM

Minutes: Sonia Johnson 
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