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Town Hall Meeting Minutes

Topic:
Proposed 2009/2010 Budget

Date:
Thursday, July 23, 2009

Time:
6:00 PM

Location: FCCJ – North Campus, 4501 Capper Road, Jacksonville, FL 32218
Meeting Sponsor: Council President Richard Clark
In Attendance: CP Clark, CM Joost, CM Yarborough, CM Bishop, CM Crescimbeni, and CM Redman.
Others Present: Steve Rohan, Office of General Counsel, Lisa Rowe Rinamen, Policy Director Mayor’s Administration, and concerned Citizens.
Meeting Convened: 6:05 PM

Discussion: 

· CP Clark welcomed audience, introduced Council Members present, gave overview of budget, and opened the discussion to the public.
· Healthy families representatives, who has a Ph.D. now lives in a homeless shelter due to dire circumstances wants to know how can we make it both work? Raise taxes but also keep all the children’s social services. Which is the lesser of 2 evils?
· Home builders have had 60% pay cuts, have had to make adjustment to lifestyle, in order to focus on priorities as in paying for food and the mortgage. Does not have any additional funds to accommodate a tax increase. The Mayor suggested that he take on an extra job. He wants to know why is the budget $26 million bigger than last year’s? It is not appropriate to ask the citizens of Jacksonville to come up with more money to pay for an Equestrian Center etc…An example was given that the tax increase to a Winn Dixie store will be $68 thousand, which they will then pass on to the consumer by being forced to raise their prices.

· A citizen wants the Council to know the value of $140 thousand if we have to re-notice the millage rate. That represents his salary for 3 years including benefits. Trim everything that is not necessary, and do what is right for the next 10, 20, to 30 years.

· Recommendation was made to take a look at the shocking pension issue otherwise it will compromise the city. The people are shouldering the burden! The increase from last year is $34 million. Increase the taxes if needed, only after waste has been eliminated first.

· Libertarian party and concerned citizens group oppose any tax increase for many reasons. The reason we are here is because we have a deficit, and any increase would exacerbate the foreclosure problem.

· North side resident thanked City Council for giving us a great city with cleaner air. Reminded them that they each took an oath, are called Honorable, and to take their oath very seriously when looking at the budget.

· A hard working mom pointed out the benefits of having after school social programs, otherwise kids are left home alone, turn to crime, will need more Police force, taxes will continue to go up. Quoted Isaiah chapter 56 verse 11, and Corinthian chapters 4 & 5.

· Minister with North side Church of Christ pointed out that we are losing children at an earlier age and that social programs are making a difference. Some need to be looked at and possibly eliminated.

· Appreciation was shown to the Council and specifically CM Yarborough for standing up to tough issues, however look at the non-essentials on the budget as in Jaguars, JEDC, and stop giving money to corporations for coming to Jacksonville. Attract business without bribing, and privatize corporations as in the JEA & JAA.

· Comparisons were made to less prosperous places as in Somalia and Haiti.

· Awareness was made that Jacksonville has more demand for social services than there is money. The city has to raise taxes to pay for the services and the problem is that the people do not have the extra money.

· Normandy village homeowner, whose utility rates have been increased twice in the past year to make up for the many empty homes, cannot afford anymore taxes. Torn about social programs, they are great but they need to look at other sources of funding. Wants Council to look at why the Mayor needs 2 full time Police Officers? Why does the Sheriff department have 37 employees earning over $100 thousand annually? Please make them more effective, say NO to the proposed budget, and serve the citizens.

· CP Clark closed with thanking everyone for their comments, participation and support.

Meeting Adjourned: 7:35 PM

Minutes: Sonia Johnson 
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