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Town Hall Meeting Minutes

Topic:
Proposed 2009/2010 Budget

Date:
Wednesday, July 22, 2009

Time:
6:00 PM

Location: FCCJ – Kent Campus, 3939 Roosevelt Blvd., Jacksonville, FL 32205
Meeting Sponsor: Council President Richard Clark
In Attendance: CP Clark, CM Corrigan, CM Yarborough, CM Bishop, and CM Hyde. 
Others Present: Peggy Sidman, Office of General Counsel, Sherry Hall, Policy Director Mayor’s Administration, and Adam Hollingsworth.
Meeting Convened: 6:05 PM

Discussion: 

· CP Clark welcomed audience and gave overview of budget. He mentioned that the JSO had captured the assailants and there are extra patrol cars scanning the Ortega area, and the City Council is keenly aware of what has been happening. He then opened the discussion to the public:
· Volunteer with the Cathedral arts program who serve 1200 kids have had to reduce number due to recession, supports the budget for the arts program because it helps children become culturally vibrant and better students, be a bridge builder.
· Whenever there is a budget crisis, the kids are the first to suffer the consequences, and programs as in the DARE and Cultural Council have helped to create positive impacts and nothing can compare to the AHA moments of achieving success.

· Retired CPA encourages the Council to review the budget from not just this past year but from 2 years ago also, because there are wasteful increases as in Hannah Park and Huguenot Park.
· Lifelong Jacksonville resident was greatly affected by the social service programs that offered him a scholarship to go to college, if not he would have had to turn to a life of crime; more crime means more Police, which means more pensions. Please stop the triple effect.

· A child who grew up in the single parent program, received a UNF scholarship, and came back to pay it forward back to the community.

· Appreciation was shown to CP Clark for having town hall meetings, and congratulation to the Finance Committee for guarding the tax paying public, and encourages the citizens to pay a reasonable fee to attend the Ritz or Equestrian or Library rather than impose the general public as additional taxes.
· Chairman of the library foundation offered courage and wisdom, and is strongly urging to carefully consider all the cuts, reduction in staff and material acquisition that the library has already had to do, and wants the city to move forward and not backward because no one can take away education.
· Small print shop supports the cultural organizations as in special events because these events give them jobs, support the rate increase.

· Concerned tax payers group oppose the tax increase, every year spending has gone up, 3 new fees last year, and if we don’t watch it carefully the city could face a chapter 9 bankruptcy as in the City of Detroit. The library is wasting money with videos, why are there 64 copies of Mall Cop movie?

· Theater Jacksonville is celebrating 90 years, and if funding goes away so will the legacy.
· Omni Hotel wants to support all the funding for the special events that bring business to Jacksonville and programs that drive tourism to bring occupancy of approximately 2 million people which help generate revenue to the hospitality industry, gas stations, car rental agencies that are all good for Jacksonville.

· A participant of the JCCI finance study which is a road map for citizens of Jacksonville in understanding the financial process wants the Council to create a shared vision in an infrastructure that we can continue to live with.
· A past president of MADD who supports the Police but does not support the tax increase. Non-profit agencies can and will find other ways to raise funds – do not use the scare tactics from the Mayor.
· Cut skyway, trim salaries, cut library hours, do not support promiscuous behavior from government, and put a moratorium on grants.

· Teacher in Duval County with a Down Syndrome son, strongly supports Hope Heaven and such services which provides services for her son’s special needs.

· Bridge of North East Florida provide tutorial enrichment programs that are essential to youths in making them productive citizens between the hours of 3-6 PM. They support the Mayor’s budget proposal because they want to continue to invest in kids.

· The Finance Committee is reactive instead of proactive, the city wants to retract, support the millage or the gap will get bigger rather than smaller.

· The Liberty Caucus group thinks that social programs need to find a way to fund themselves rather than use the Government. Do not raise the millage!

· The fiscal responsibility starts with each individual, there is some confusion because there is uncertainty with wanting to support the social programs but does not want taxes raised either. Needs help with understanding the budget process.
· Frustration with the Government constantly telling us what to do – what happened to the $10 million that went to the new courthouse that has not been built yet, $2.5 million to the new condo project, buyout for the superintendent of school? We should be more diligent in doing our homework first.

· We should reform in the way we go about budgeting, we should have a 3 year budgetary plan which provides an opportunity to roll forward, we should be more productive and include ways to provide more jobs versus cutting the budget.

· Who is representing elderly people on fixed income that have had there taxes increase in the last 5 years, and in the process of possibly foreclosing on their house because they cannot afford the tax increases? Citizens need to raise their own kids and stand up not to pay for things they don’t use.
· CP Clark thanked the audience for attending and encouraged continued participation to voice their opinions or concerns.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:15 PM

Minutes: Sonia Johnson 
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