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Town Hall Meeting Minutes

Topic:
Proposed 2009/2010 Budget

Date:
Monday, July 20, 2009

Time:
6:00 PM

Location: FCCJ – Downtown Campus, ATC, 401 W State St., Jacksonville, FL 32202

Meeting Sponsor: Council President Richard Clark
In Attendance: CP Clark, CM Joost, CM Yarborough, CM Bishop, CM Crescimbeni, CM Hyde, and CM Redman.
Others Present: Peggy Sidman, Office of General Counsel, Sherry Hall, Policy Director Mayor’s Administration, Jerry Holland, Supervisor of Elections, and concerned Citizens.
Meeting Convened: 6:09 PM

Discussion: 

· CP Clark welcomed audience and gave overview of budget. The Finance Committee met earlier today, and the proposed budget did not get approved. He mentioned that the Mayor was also having a town hall meeting if anyone wanted to attend that afterwards.

· CP Clark opened the discussion to the public:
· Community Connection representative here on behalf of the board asked for support that non-profit agencies are not cut from the budget, they provide services to some 1200 kids daily.
· A constituent who lives in CM Yarborough’s district picked Jacksonville to live because of it’s beautiful environment, taxes are reasonable and to continue that way of life the city cannot do it on less money, urge to support increases. The importance of arts and libraries for the children’s welfare.

· A native of Jacksonville from Episcopal Children’s Services Ministry works very hard, serves the Jacksonville Journey program, delivers early literacy services, and coach teachers that have GED or less urges to support the millage increase. Be thoughtful and look at both sides of the ledger.

· Pray for lower taxes and for the Lord to give us lower taxes.

· A resident of CM Graham’s district wants to echo the quality of life and a great place to raise a family, but we cannot sustain that quality of life by cutting services, and the City will go on the decline.

· Another does not believe that there is no where else to cut the budget, eliminate the Jazz Festival, the Equestrian is never used, the Suns did not need a new stadium, what kind of raise are City employees receiving, are libraries buying $400 dollar chairs, an increase will hurt the City, strongly opposes.

· Jerry Holland wanted to reiterate to move the elections to just one, and thanked CM Redman for introducing the bill, and he wants to make sure that the wrong message and perception is not sent that we have the money when we do not!

· There is no surprise that the people that take money from the City are supporting the tax increase, non-profit agencies do good work, but there is no reason that they cannot take less to budget. There is a $22 million dollars increase in the budget from last year and there should be no reason for that. The Mayor’s fix it now flyer is showing the wrong choice because families are doing without $3.25 lattes as Jacksonville is becoming the foreclosure capital!

· A City that continues to raise taxes will drive people out, and the Finance Committee was applauded for not moving forward with the proposed budget.

· A Cultural Council recipient appreciates the services and the quality of life that the City has to offer, and challenges the public to look over the budget, and appreciates the wonderful process of the town hall meetings because it offers the chance to listen to the people who want consideration given to all the social services programs.

· Be objective with the decision making and it’s clear that some are struggling with not spending more money while others are more worried about Council congeniality!

· Look internally first, the Museum of Contemporary Arts has seen an increase in participation because it is more affordable entertainment for families, the staff took a 20% pay decrease without any benefits which is less than the salaries for the CM assistants. 

· An average tax payer of Duval County who is the vice-chair of the Liberty Caucus urges you to support the increase because it is a lot more than people realize, she had to get 2 jobs to pay bills, she is not diminishing non-profit agencies but they need to get creative and find other ways and don’t just ask Government for more, she thanked the Finance Committee, and encourages the free market approach.

· Shame on the Mayor, the budget is full of pork, added money to the Equestrian Center, ballpark, wasteful spending, what is the purpose of City Government? To entertain? The essential are Police, Fire and Libraries that should start charging a small fee for a library card. Think creative and outside the box!

· Bridge of North East Florida has a great impact on children, they have learned to love going to school, college, go to the inauguration, great mentoring program, teach to deal with financial situation, prevent teen pregnancy, place to go besides guns, drugs, and gangs, kids need hope and faith and a chance.

· People that do not have a clear understanding of what non-profit agencies are welcome to come by for a visit, they are an asset in the community, the bone marrow, and the faces of the people receiving social services has changed, it is your neighbor.

· CP Clark thanked everyone who attended, we appreciate you taking the time to come and tell us how you feel, and closed with telling everyone that no one has heard of any fire stations or libraries or non-profit agencies closings and there will be CM’s advocating cuts, but please build your own budget and come and give us ideas, we had to extend the Finance Committee to 9 members because it will be a daunting task. He appreciates all the Council Members who attended considering they had a very long day!
Meeting Adjourned: 7:00 PM

Minutes: Sonia Johnson 
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