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OFFICE OF CITY COUNCIL

SUITE 425, CITY HALL

117 W. DUVAL STREET

JACKSONVILLE FL  32202

904-630-1377

SEAPORT AND AIRPORT SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2009
4:00 P.M.

LYNWOOD ROBERTS ROOM

1ST FLOOR, CITY HALL

Attendance: Daniel Davis (Chair), Committee Members Art Graham, Stephen Joost

Council Member Ray Holt (JAA liaison), Council Member Johnny Gaffney (JPA liaison)

Jeff Clements – City Council Research; Merriane Lahmeur – Legislative Services Division; Peggy Sidman - Office of General Counsel; Steve Cassada – Council Staff Services; Eric Green– Jaxport; Ernestine Robinson, Michael Stewart and Rosa Beckett – JAA; Mike Miller – JTA; Bill Cranford – Prosser, Hallock; Jim Gilmore – Agency Approval and Development
The meeting was convened at 4:06 p.m.  

Jaxport update
Eric Green of the JPA reported that the Talleyrand dredging project (38 to 40 feet) has been awarded its federal funding, but unfortunately the bids on the estimated $31 million project have come in at $45 million.  The JPA is working with the Army Corps of Engineers in Washington to try to identify other ACOE contingency funds to supplement the existing allocation.   In response to a question about re-bidding the project, Mr. Green indicated that it was considered but would extend the time to get the much needed project underway and so was not the preferred option.

Mr. Green stated that the Navy’s dredging of the mouth of the river to Naval Station Mayport would probably begin in early 2010; the project is currently in the design phase.  The 50 foot deepening project is in the early planning process which should be completed by the end of 2010.  When that is completed there will be a better idea of the rock conditions in the river bed below 45 feet and therefore an ability to make a cost estimate.  
JAA update
Michael Stewart of the JAA gave several updates:
· The lobbyists were unsuccessful in getting the legislature to pass the provision exempting aircraft manufacturing facilities at airports from concurrency requirements.  Another attempt will be made next year, or in a special legislative session if one is called sooner than the 2010 session.  On the other hand, Senate Bill 360 (statewide growth management revisions) will provide a 24 month concurrency exemption while efforts for a permanent change continue.  The JAA will be talking to the FDOT about designating Cecil Commerce Center as a state-recognized intermodal center.

· The authority and others have been to Washington to lobby on behalf of the Alenia project, hoping to at least get language inserted in an appropriation bill stating that the initial 38 planes are the baseline, and that eventually the Department of Defense intends to purchase the full allotment of 78 as originally planned.

· The FCCJ/JAA aircraft coating facility bids came in at $14 million, enabling the construction of a 3-bay facility rather than just 2 bays.  The contract has been approved by the FCCJ board, is pending approval from Flightstar, and will be on the agenda for the next meeting of the JAA board later this month.

· Ground contamination has been discovered at the site of the proposed U.S. Customs and Border Protection facility.  JAA is in talks with the BRAC cleanup team about how they might be able to facilitate a cleanup.  Senator Bill Nelson has a $12 million earmark in the federal budget to fund construction of the new facility.
· The JAA has requested a $10 million federal earmark for construction of a north access road at Cecil Commerce and expects to know within the next two weeks if that is successful.
· At JIA the construction on new concourses A and B is complete, all tenants have moved out of old Concourse C, and the demolition of C will begin next week.

Council Member Holt noted that the JAA is doing a very good job of reducing its electricity costs at JIA through various efficiency improvements and he hopes that the City can benefit from that example and reduce its costs similarly.

Council Member Gaffney congratulated the JPA on its outstanding outreach to the community in the last year.  The community is very excited about the employment prospects as a result of JPA’s service expansions.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
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