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Jacksonville Waterways Commission

Bill Bishop, Chair

The monthly meeting of the Jacksonville Waterways Commission was called to order at 9:05 a.m., Thursday, May 1, 2008, in the City Council Chambers, by the Chair, Council Member Bill Bishop.

Attendance: The Chair - C/M Bishop, C/M Holt, Commissioners Holt, Nichols, Burnett, Thompson, Grandin, Grey, Pitman. Shirley Nulf, Legislative Assistant; James McCain, Office of General Counsel, Drs. Quinton White and Gerard Pinto, Jacksonville University; Jim Suber, Waterways Coordinator.  Excused: C/M Webb, Commissioners Busey, Fleming, Self, Senator King.  
The minutes for the April meeting of the Commission were approved as distributed.
Bert Watson, Government Relations Coordinator for the USS Adams Naval Ship Museum, provided the Commission with an update on the efforts to have the USS Adams permanently moored in Jacksonville as a naval ship museum. He indicated that there were a number of hurdles that had to be surmounted before the proposed naval ship museum was realized.  A site or location for the ship had to be determined.  Funding was a major hurdle.  If the Adams was to be located in Jacksonville, the parking issue had to be addressed.  Use of the Kings Avenue parking garage and Skyway was suggested if the ship were moored on the Southbank.  Capt. Michael Getchell, Chair, Harbor Safety Committee of the Jacksonville Marine Transportation Exchange spoke in favor of having the USS Adams here in Jacksonville as a naval museum.  Commissioner Grey raised the handicapped access issue.  Commissioner Nichols cited a shoaling problem that already exists.  Commissioner Thompson raised the concern of the impact of the Adams’ presence on the marina to be developed at property abutting the Aetna Building.  Would there be congestion?
Commissioner Grandin provided the Commission with an update on the Water Access Committee.  The committee met on April 7, 2008 for an organizational meeting.  The committee will create a map illustrating an inventory of what we have here in Jacksonville with regard to maritime resources (recreational, commercial, etc).  Shannon Eller, Office of General Counsel, will be working with the JEDC, JEA, Public Works and Parks & Recreation to amass the information and material for the map.  John Nooney will be assisting with this project.  Commissioner Grandin praised the work that the City is doing in plans for Reddie Point Park.  She shared with the Commission a recent NewYork Times article on Philadelphia’s boathouse row.  Lastly, she advised the Commissioners to keep abreast of an amendment to a State Senate bill on working waterfronts making its way through the legislature.
In the monthly St. Johns River Status Report (Water Quality and Manatees), Dr. Quinton White reported on Dr. Gerard Pinto’s April 14th aerial inspection flight where 75 manatees were sighted, 70 in the St. Johns River, 5 in the Intracoastal Waterway.  There were no reported fatalities as of April 25th.  Dr. White indicated that the State of Florida is not doing its annual manatee survey and study this year. Other observations of Dr. White: the bulk of the report work for the River Accord has been completed.  The water withdrawal issue is being closely monitored.  More and more attention is being focused on the river; more researchers are looking at river issues.  Jacksonville University and Florida Coastal School of Law are sponsoring an Environmental Summit – a 2-day event, November5-6 – that will be held at JU.  The topic of the summit will be the water withdrawal issue.  Commissioner Nichols asked Dr. White to comment on the recent, widely reported news story of the St. Johns River being designated as one of the most threatened rivers or waterways in the country.  Dr. White said that more work had to be done on the water conservation raised by the water withdrawal issue.  
Sergeant Propper, JSO’s Marine Unit, gave the Commission a PowerPoint update on derelict vessels and what was being done to rid the waterways of these vessels that are either eyesores, hazards to navigation or both.   JSO has 87 derelict vessels that are currently being removed.  JSO is taking an aggressive stance in addressing the issue.  In answering Commissioner Nichols’ question about the new marine center facility, Sgt. Propper said that the design process will soon be underway.  Council Member Holt asked Assistant General Counsel Jim McCain if he could comment on the possible need for new legislation to improve the derelict vessel removal process, perhaps bringing the matter to the attention of the Duval Delegation.  Mr. McCain indicated that no new legislation was needed, that the State has preempted control of all of the State’s rivers and waterways.  Commissioner Grandin felt that the State Statutes needed to be changed to enable local governments to take the initiative and better address the whole process of removing derelict vessels.  Commissioner Grey asked if overboard discharge (the disposing of sewage and waste by throwing it overboard) was an issue.  Sgt Propper indicated that JSO was aggressive in enforcing MSD (marine sanitation devices) violations as a safety issue.
On Pending Legislation, the Commissioners voted to recommend deferral on Ordinance 2008-28, ORD Amend Chapt 366 (Groundwater Resource Mgmt) (regulating the use of fertilizers).  Vince Siebold, Environmental & Compliance Department, provided the Commission with an update on the work being done to fine tune the bill and acquire input from the public.  On Ordinance 2008-271, ORD Adopt Small-Scale Amend to FLUM Series, Heckscher Dr, W of Brown’s Creek (Council District 11), the Commissioners voted to recommend approval.  On Ordinance 2008-325, ORD Auth Planning & Dev Dept’s Div of Community Planning to Apply to Fla Inland Navigation Dist (FIND) for 2008 Waterway Assistance Prog Grants for Waterways-Related Projs, the Commissioners voted to recommend approval.

In Public Comments, Ms. Geraldine Leigh, a Heckscher Drive resident, implored the Commission to remove a derelict vessel that is in her backyard, on the Trout River.  She explained what she framed as a frustrating situation involving the owner of the unregistered vessel, a Massachusetts resident, and a Wisconsin criminal fugitive who has been living on the vessel.
Mr. John Nooney raised issues about private and public access to the St. Johns River.  He cited numerous Florida Times-Union headlines.  He expressed his disappointing that the Landmark Pier was not mentioned as a component in the Downtown Action Plan that Ron Barton, Executive Director, Jacksonville Economic Development Commission, described in a presentation to the previous Commission meeting.

There being no further items on the agenda, the Commission meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m.

The next scheduled meeting of the Jacksonville Waterways Commission is Thursday, June 12, 2008, 9:00 a.m., City Council Chambers.

John J. Jackson, Council Research Division, (904)630-1729
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